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Cystic Tuberculous Pericarditis
Ting-Wei Lin, MD, MSC,* Meng-Da Tsai, MD,* Jun-Neng Roan, MD,*y Hung-Wen Tsai, MD,yz
Jing-Jou Yan, MD,z Chwan-Yau Luo, MD, MSC*x
Tainan, Taiwan64-year-old man with no other medical history underwent a pericardiotomy for peri-Acardial effusion with tamponade. The pericardium showed chronic inﬂammation but nomalignancy; the effusion cytology was unremarkable. The only abnormal ﬁnding was
a cancer antigen 125 (CA-125) level of 95.5 U/ml. Five months later, a pericardial cystic lesion
developed that compressed the right ventricle and atrium (A and B). His CA-125 level rose to
207.5 U/ml, and the cystic wall showed hypermetabolic uptake on a positron emission tomog-
raphy/computed tomography scan (C). Intraoperatively, the lesion showed a thickened and
adhered pericardial wall containing dark-brown effusion (D); it was completely excised, and
a bilateral partial pericardiectomy was conducted. Pathological examination of the excised cystic
pericardium revealed caseating granulomatous inﬂammation with bacilli positive for acid-fast stain
(E and F), and a tuberculosis polymerase chain reaction was positive for tuberculous pericarditis. A
6-month antituberculosis regimen (rifampicin, isoniazid, pyrazinamide, ethambutol) for extra-
pulmonary tuberculosis was prescribed.
